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Dear Colleague

Powys Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education 2014/2015

I take great pleasure in commending to you the 2014/2015 Annual Report of the Powys 
Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE).  During the year, SACRE 
has continued its regular activity of considering issues in respect of Religious Education 
and Collective Worship within Powys schools, and has provided advice to the Local 
Authority in respect of these aspects.  

In relation to Religious Education, the Powys Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education is 
now firmly embedded in the Authority’s schools and will not require a review until 2016. 
The Powys SACRE has continued its practice of considering examination results 
achieved in Religious Education and Religious Studies and has noted that pleasing 
results have been achieved again this year.

With regard to Collective Worship, SACRE has continued its practice of considering 
extracts of inspection reports of recently inspected Powys schools and the information 
gleaned from the reports, in relation to Collective Worship, and pupils’ Spiritual 
Development, has been used as part of its strategy for monitoring the provision of 
Collective Worship in its schools.  Originally, it was the intention of the Powys SACRE to 
produce its own advice in respect of approaches to Collective Worship but this is no 
longer necessary as the Wales Association of SACREs (WASACRE) has produced its 
own guidance which is very comprehensive.

During the year, Powys SACRE has continued to support the work of the Wales 
Association of SACREs through attendance at the termly meetings and receiving and 
considering its documentation.  

During 2014/2015, the Powys SACRE met on three occasions, on a termly basis, and 
the members have continued to demonstrate enthusiasm and commitment in fulfilling 
their responsibilities.  Members recognise the unique status of Religious Education in 
that it is the only subject within the basic curriculum that is locally determined and they 
remain committed to supporting improvements in the delivery of opportunities for 
Collective Worship and the provision of Religious Education during 2015/2016.  

May I take this opportunity of paying tribute to the high standard of work that has been 
taking place in relation to Collective Worship and Religious Education in Powys schools 
during 2014/2015.  It is important to recognise the efforts of both the pupils and teachers 
in maintaining the encouraging standards that have been reached.

Yours sincerely

Margaret Evitts

Chairman of Powys SACRE
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1.BACKGROUND

All Local Authorities are required to constitute a Standing Advisory Council on 
Religious Education within their local area.  All SACREs are required by the 1996 
Education Act to produce an annual report, a copy of which must be sent to the 
Welsh Government Department for Education and Skills.  This report has been 
prepared by the Powys SACRE in accordance with the guidance issued by the 
Qualifications, Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales (ACCAC), a 
predecessor of the Department for Education and Skills, and, in accordance with the 
established practice of the Powys SACRE, this report relates to the period 1 
September, 2014, to 31 August, 2015.

a) Composition of SACRE

The following representation is required on the Powys SACRE:-

 such Christian and other religious denominations as, in the opinion of the 
Local Authority (LA), will appropriately reflect the principal religious 
traditions in the area;

 associations representing teachers;
 the Local Authority (LA).

In addition, the SACRE is free to co-opt additional members on to the SACRE but 
these members are non-voting.  

The membership of the Powys SACRE is attached as Annexe A to this annual 
report.

b) The Functions of SACRE

 to advise the LA on Collective Worship and the Religious Education to be 
provided in accordance with the locally agreed syllabus, including 
methods  of teaching, advice on teaching materials and the provision of 
training for teachers;

 to consider whether to recommend to the LA that it’s current Agreed 
Syllabus should be reviewed by convening an Agreed Syllabus 
Conference;

 to consider whether the requirement that Religious Worship in a 
Community School should be ‘broadly Christian in nature’ should be 
varied (Determinations);

 to report to the LA and the Welsh Government Department for Education 
and Skills on its activities on an annual basis.

c) Meetings of SACRE

During the 2014/2015 academic year, the Powys SACRE has met on the 
following occasions:-

 Tuesday, 18 November, 2014
 Tuesday, 24 March, 2015 (Unfortunately, this meeting was not quorate 

and so it proceeded as a meeting of SACRE members rather than a 
meeting of SACRE, and recommendations were made to the next 
meeting of SACRE)

 Friday, 3 July, 2015
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All meetings were held in the Llandrindod Wells area, using a number of local 
venues, and details of the issues discussed in the above meetings are included in 
Annexe B.

d) SACRE Development Plans

The Powys SACRE adopts annual development plans in order to co-ordinate its 
activities and the development plans for 2014/2015 and 2015/2016 are attached 
as Annexe E to this report.

e) Circulation of the Report

Details of the circulation of this report are included in Annexe C.
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2.EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A brief summary of the advice that Powys SACRE has given to the LA is as follows:-

a) Religious Education

i) Locally Agreed Syllabus
 The Authority’s Locally Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education will 

not need to be reviewed until 2016;
 It is possible that regional working will be a helpful way forward in 

relation to the revision  of the syllabus;

ii) Standards in Religious Education
 Advice in relation to the recommendations and conclusions included in 

the Estyn Thematic Inspection Report on Religious Education  in 
Secondary Schools;

 Advice in relation to the questionnaire, completed by schools, to assist 
in the monitoring of Religious Education and Collective Worship;

 Advice in relation to the conclusions reached following the scrutiny of 
the 2014 Examination results;

iii) Methods of Teaching, choice of Teaching Materials and Teacher
Training
 No INSET courses in RE have been provided in 2014/2015;
 Advice in relation to the importance of liaison between secondary 

Heads of RE Departments and catchment primary schools. 

b) Collective Worship

iv) Monitoring and Advice
 Advice in relation to the conclusions drawn from scrutiny of extracts 

from Estyn and Section 50 Inspection Reports;
 Advice regarding the availability of SACRE Members to attend 

Collective Worship in schools;
 Advice in relation to the circulation to schools of Wales Association of 

SACREs Guidance on Collective Worship and the value of re-
circulating the guidance in the next academic year.

c) Local Issues
 Advice in relation to the availability of Governor Training on Collective 

Worship and the Authority’s Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education;
 Advice in relation to the arrangements for Training SACRE Members;

d) National Issues
 Advice in relation to the activities of the Wales Association of 

SACREs;
 Advice in relation to the resources available through the Religious 

Education Today website;
 Advice in relation to the resources available through the Religious 

Education Movement Wales (REMW);
 During 2014/2015, no complaints were received in relation to 

Religious Education or Collective Worship and, therefore, SACRE had 
no involvement in complaints during the year.
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3. ADVICE TO THE LA – RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Powys SACRE advises the LA via three avenues:-

County Level, School Level and RE Co-ordinator Level.

A Powys SACRE Development Plan 2014/2015 has been followed and, in addition, a 
new plan for 2015/2016 has been agreed.  Both plans list the following priorities:-

Priority 1 – to monitor standards in Religious Education and Religious Studies in 
order to raise standards;

Priority 2 – to provide support for Religious Education;

Priority 3 – to give guidance and support for the implementation of Collective   
Worship;

Priority 4 – to provide support for governors and SACRE members.

a) Locally Agreed Syllabus

The Authority’s Revised Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education is now fully 
embedded within the Authority’s schools and will not need to be revised until 
2016.   The majority of other authorities in Wales will need to review their 
syllabuses before Powys and, as was the case in relation to the current agreed 
syllabus, the Authority anticipates working with other authorities in producing a 
revised agreed syllabus for consideration by the Powys Agreed Syllabus 
Conference during the 2015/2016 academic year.  In addition, regional working is 
now more developed in Wales than was the case when the current syllabus was 
being developed, and it is possible that regional working would be a helpful way 
forward in relation to undertaking a revision of the syllabus.

b) Standards in Religious Education

The Powys SACRE has continued to take its responsibility to monitor standards 
in Religious Education very seriously.  The strategies applied in undertaking this 
monitoring are as follows:-

 Consideration of Estyn Inspection Reports, both individual school reports and 
Thematic Inspection Reports.

 Consideration of self-evaluation reports.

 Scrutiny of examination results.

The current inspection regime does not include subject inspections and, 
therefore, there is little information available in respect of Religious Education.  
Occasionally, a comment on the quality of Religious Education is noted but this is 
not a common occurrence.  SACRE receives and considers extracts from 
inspection reports of recently inspected Powys schools and, although the main 
value of these extracts relates to the comments made with regard to Collective 
Worship, the occasional comments in respect of Religious Education are helpful 
to SACRE members in undertaking monitoring of standards.
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In June, 2013, Estyn published a Thematic Inspection Report on Religious 
Education in Secondary Schools.  A number of secondary schools across Wales 
were visited, by inspectors, as part of the research undertaken in preparation of 
the report, and this included one Powys secondary school.  This report was, 
initially, considered at the November, 2013, meeting of the Powys SACRE and it 
was also part of the focus of the Wales Association of SACREs (WASACRE) 
National Conference, held on 10 October, 2013, entitled ‘RE Sourcing National 
Priorities in Wales’.  The report provided valuable information on standards in 
Religious Education on a Wales-wide basis, but has not assisted the SACRE in 
monitoring the performance, within Powys schools.  The report has been 
circulated to all the Authority’s secondary schools, and their attention has been 
drawn to the following recommendations included within the report.

Schools should:

R 1. Develop strategies to raise the attainment of boys at Key Stage 4;

R 2. Improve standards at Key Stage 4 for pupils who are not entered for a 
qualification and consider giving all pupils the opportunity to gain an 
appropriate qualification;

R 3. Improve the accuracy of teacher assessment of pupils’ levels at Key Stage 
3;    

R 4. Ensure that tasks are challenging enough to enable more able pupils to 
reach higher levels at Key Stage 3;

R 5. Ensure that the curriculum, staffing and timetabling arrangements enable 
all pupils to make good progress through Key Stages 3 and 4; and

R 6. Strengthen self-evaluation and use data in Religious Education 
departments to identify where and what to improve.  

The Authority’s secondary schools have been asked to provide their responses to 
the above recommendations and a number of these have been received and 
considered by SACRE.   Where there has been no response, these schools will 
be followed up so that a county wide position can be identified.

The Authority has requested schools to provide copies of self-evaluation reports 
in respect of Religious Education, when these are being developed.  Only a few 
have been received to date.  Wales Advisers in Religious Education, in a sub-
group of NAPfRE, have produced a model monitoring form that can be used by 
SACREs to monitor Religious Education, Collective Worship, and Spiritual and 
Moral Development, and this was considered by the Powys SACRE with a view 
to possible use in its schools.  Following consultation with senior staff, within the 
Schools Service, it was concluded that the monitoring form was too detailed and, 
therefore, at its meeting held on 18 June, 2013, the Powys SACRE agreed a 
smaller monitoring form.  This was submitted to the Authority’s Interim Head of 
Schools, for consideration, and approved for circulation in March, 2014.  The 
questionnaire was circulated to schools in the Summer Term, 2014, and a 
number of responses were received and considered at the meetings of the 
Powys SACRE.  Some schools returned the completed questionnaire, while 
others returned a completed questionnaire together with a copy of the self-
evaluation in respect of Religious Education, and this has proved helpful to 
SACRE in monitoring progress.  In relation to Religious Education, the 
questionnaire asked the following questions:-
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1.  How good are the outcomes in Religious Education?

2. How good is provision in Religious Education?

3. What are the areas for development in respect of Religious Education?

The Authority is now following up with schools the areas for development 
identified and seeking information on the steps being taken to further develop the 
subject.

Section 50 inspections, when they apply to the Authority’s voluntary controlled 
and voluntary aided schools, are also received and, in relation to the voluntary 
aided schools, and the voluntary controlled schools that are using the Church 
syllabus, these provide a significant level of information in respect of Religious 
Education.  Where Religious Education is reported on in Section 50 inspections, 
it is encouraging to note that the standard is usually high.

Examination results are scrutinised annually by SACRE and a report is received 
on GCE Advanced Level, GCE AS Level and GCSE examination results in 
Religious Studies and the results of the GCSE (Short Course) examination in 
Religious Education.  Results are compared with previous years and trends are 
noted.  These trends are thoroughly discussed by members, and the report is 
circulated to officers within the Local Authority and its secondary schools.  The 
report on the 2014 examination results is included in Annexe D of this report.  
Members noted that some encouraging results had been achieved in Religious 
Studies / Religious Education in Powys and the subject remained popular, 
particularly in relation to the GCSE Religious Education (Short Course).  The 
results of the short course, in respect of percentage of learners obtaining A*- C 
and A*- G have remained consistent across the period 2010 – 2014.  It was also 
observed that there has been a steady increase in the percentage of students 
taking the GCE A Level examination, who achieved the highest grades of A* - B, 
although numbers were small, and, in relation to the GCE AS Level examination, 
the results had been consistent during the period 2010 – 2014, but there had 
been a drop in the percentage of learners obtaining A* - B in 2014.  Members 
noted that this had also been the case in respect of the percentage of learners 
obtaining Grade A* - C in relation to the GCSE full course.  In relation to 
numbers of learners taking the various examinations, a total of 53 learners from 
7 schools took the GCE A Level Religious Studies examination, which was 
similar to the number who took the examination in 2013 (54).   In relation to the 
number of learners sitting the GCE AS Level Religious Studies examination, the 
number increased by 11 on the previous year (79 in 2014 compared with 68 in 
2013) and again 7 schools entered candidates.  It will be appreciated, however, 
that the number of candidates sitting these examinations was too small to draw 
any conclusions in relation to trends.   In respect of the number of learners taking 
the GCSE Religious Studies (Full Course), a total of 287 learners from 7 schools 
sat the examination, compared with 253 in 2013 and 246 in 2012.  This is, 
clearly, an encouraging trend.   With regard to the GCSE Religious Education 
(Short Course), a total of 1141 learners sat the examination, from 11 of the 
Authority’s 12 secondary schools.   This represents a slight decrease on the 
number sitting the examination inn 2013 (1177) but it still represents a very 
encouraging number. It will be noted that the greatest encouragement in the 
2014 examination results has been drawn from the consistent performance of 
learners in respect of the GCSE (Short Course) in Religious Education, which 
means that a significant number of learners across the Authority, each year, 
achieve accreditation in respect of Religious Education.
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In relation to the provision of subject support for Religious Education, the 
Authority has no central officer who is in a position to provide curriculum support 
for this subject. The Clerk to SACRE provides advice and guidance in relation to 
legal aspects including the right of withdrawal and the Authority continues to use 
experienced professionals in schools to provide advice and support when 
required, in relation to curricular aspects. 

c) Methods of Teaching, Choice of Teaching Materials and Teacher Training

During the 2014/2015 academic year, no specific courses in Religious Education 
were provided by the Authority.  As noted earlier in this report, the Authority’s 
Revised Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education is now firmly embedded across 
the Authority’s schools and there have been very few requests for further training 
at this point.  At Key Stage 3, the Wales Association of SACREs (WASACRE) 
had offered training in Religious Education for this Key Stage during the 
2012/2013 academic year.  This training was funded by WASACRE, and 
delivered on a consortia basis across Wales.  Some Powys schools took the 
opportunity of accessing the training.  In the past, consultation sessions for 
Heads of RE in secondary schools have been offered as training opportunities 
but there was insufficient demand for these to be offered during the 2014/2015 
academic year.

For a number of years, the Powys SACRE has recognised the value of liaison 
between secondary heads of RE departments and their feeder primary schools, 
particularly prior to the transfer of pupils from Year 6 to Year 7 and, on a number 
of occasions, SACRE has asked their Clerk to write to all the Authority’s schools 
in order to encourage this catchment liaison.  While, in a number of schools, 
informal links exist between secondary staff and catchment primary schools, in 
order to assist in smoothing the transition from primary to secondary, and reduce 
the risk of repetition of topics in secondary school that have already been 
addressed in primary school, in some catchments, more formal links have 
developed.  During 2014/2015, SACRE decided that further correspondence 
would be sent to all schools, addressing this matter, and this would be carried out 
during the 2014/2015 academic year.  This has become a regular subject of 
correspondence with schools and, as in previous years, this issue features on the 
SACRE Development Plan.

SACRE has been keen to ensure that resources, that can support the teaching of 
Religious Education, are drawn to the attention of schools and a particular area of 
focus has been resources that can be accessed through the internet.  Members 
have focused on the resources available through the St Giles Resources area of 
the Culham website, and the St Mary’s Centre, together with resources available 
through other websites such as RE Today.  This remains an important focus for 
SACRE and is seen as a way of ensuring that the pupils in the Authority’s 
schools can access the widest possible range of material and information in 
respect of issues in relation to Religious Education.   The collation of a list of 
appropriate websites to support Religious Education has been included on the 
SACRE Development Plan and two SACRE Members are currently giving this 
matter their attention.
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4 ADVICE TO THE LA – COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

a) Monitoring and Advising on Collective Worship

SACRE has continued to monitor the Collective Worship in schools through 
considering the information included in extracts from Estyn reports of recently 
inspected Powys schools.  The information included in an inspection report 
extract is as follows:-

 Name and type of school;
 Date of inspection;
 School address;
 Number of Pupils (January);
 The school’s current performance;
 The school’s prospects for improvement;
 Key Question 1 – How good are outcomes?
 Standards;
 Wellbeing;
 Key Question 2 - How good is provision?
 Learning Experiences;
 Teaching;
 Care, support and guidance;
 Learning environment;
 The information provided in relation to Collective Worship and Spiritual  

Development;
 Key Question 3 – How good are Leadership and Management?
 Leadership;
 Improving Quality;
 Partnership Working;
 Resource Management;
 Recommendations.

SACRE also receives copies of Section 50 inspection reports in relation to 
Voluntary Controlled and Voluntary Aided schools and these reports provide 
much greater information on both Religious Education, except for Voluntary 
Controlled schools where the Religious Education is provided in accordance with 
the Authority’s Locally Agreed Syllabus, and Collective Worship.  

It is the practice of the Powys SACRE to write to all schools whose extracts have 
been received and considered, in order to provide appropriate feedback in 
relation to the information gleaned from the reports in respect of Collective 
Worship and Spiritual Development.  During 2014/2015, extracts were received 
in relation to a total of 12 schools, 7 of which were Community Primary Schools, 
1 was Voluntary Aided, 2 were Voluntary Controlled, 1 was a Foundation 
Primary School and 1 was a Secondary School. Of the 11 primary schools, 1 
received ‘Excellent’ for Key Question 2, the section where comments in relation 
to Collective Worship are included, while 6 received ‘Good’ and 4 received 
‘Adequate’.  In relation to the sub-section on Care, Support and Guidance, where 
the comments on Collective Worship are usually included, 1 primary school was 
deemed to be ‘Excellent’, 9 were deemed to be ‘Good’ and 1 was deemed to be 
‘Adequate’.  In relation to the Secondary School, this was deemed to be 
‘Adequate’ in relation to Key Question 2 and in relation to the section addressing 
‘Care, Support and Guidance’.  Each school has been provided with appropriate 
feedback by SACRE and all letters sent to headteachers, as a result of SACRE 
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monitoring, are copied to the school’s Challenge Adviser.   The views of SACRE 
are, therefore, fed back into the Authority’s Challenge Adviser Team.  It is 
encouraging to note that, in the vast majority of cases, this feedback consists of 
congratulations by SACRE on the positive comments made in respect of 
Collective Worship and Spiritual development within the school.

The Authority has offered training to support the development of Collective 
Worship on a number of occasions in the past, and, therefore, it was decided not 
to offer training during the 2014/2015 academic year.  However, it remains 
important to SACRE to ensure that information is available to schools on 
websites which are helpful resources in relation to Collective Worship.  

In the past, SACRE members have offered to attend Collective Worship in 
schools, via invitation, and, where this has happened, both members and schools 
have found this to be beneficial.  During 2014/2015, no invitations to attend 
Collective Worship were received but it is intended to circulate schools with a 
reminder during the 2015/2016 academic year of the availability of SACRE 
Members to attend acts of Collective Worship. 

During 2012/2013, SACRE circulated to Powys schools the guidance, prepared 
by WASACRE, on Collective Worship.  This guidance is very helpful, in that it 
identifies the following benefits of Collective Worship:-

 promotion of Spiritual Development
 contribution to personal development
 benefits for the whole school community
 linking the school community and the wider local community
 enhancing pupil awareness of Global Citizenship

The report has also helpfully clarified the legal position, in respect of Collective 
Worship and it states that schools which are serious about providing 
educationally meaningful and effective Collective Worship will:

 establish clear principles, policies and programmes to underpin acts of 
Collective Worship;

 create a collective sense of ‘ownership’ of Collective Worship;
 identify funding to provide training for staff or establish a professional 

learning community perhaps through a local consortium.

During 2014/2015, it was recognised that there would be value in reissuing the 
WASACRE advice to schools and this action would be carried out during 
2015/2016.  

b) Determinations

No requests for exemption from Christian Collective Worship (‘Determinations’) 
were received from Powys schools during 2014/2015.
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5 ADVICE TO THE LA ON OTHER ISSUES

a) Local Issues

Advice in relation to the following local issues has been provided during the 
2014/2015 school year:-

(i) Governor Training

The Authority has continued to make available to governing bodies training in 
relation to Collective Worship and training on the Authority’s Revised Agreed 
Syllabus for Religious Education.  These are part of a menu of governor training 
courses that can be accessed by individual governing bodies in accordance with 
their priorities.  SACRE has agreed that training would be offered to governors on 
what they should be considering in relation to Religious Education and Collective 
Worship in their schools.  

For a number of years, the Powys SACRE has recommended that governors 
should receive reports, on an annual basis, from headteachers on the Collective 
Worship delivered and Religious Education provided within the school, and this 
has remained a recommendation of the Powys SACRE during 2014/2015.

(ii) SACRE Members visiting Schools

As indicated above, members of the Powys SACRE would be very happy to visit 
schools in order to observe Collective Worship and to discuss Religious 
Education with the RE co-ordinator.  No invitations to attend Collective Worship 
were received in 2014/2015 but, if schools would like a member of SACRE to 
observe Collective Worship and to engage in discussions regarding Religious 
Education, SACRE members would be pleased to respond and the Clerk will be 
writing to schools, during 2015/2016 to remind them of this offer.

(iii) Training for SACRE Members

SACRE members have found that the most effective way of addressing training, 
for themselves, is during their meetings and, on occasions, this has included a 
focus on documents that have been published by various organisations, in 
relation to Religious Education and Collective Worship, as well as presentations.  
During 2014/2015, the issues that have been considered during meetings of 
SACRE have included the following:-   

 further discussion of the Welsh Government’s document entitled ‘People, 
Beliefs and Questions – Religious Education for 3-7 Year Olds in Wales’.  
The Authority’s Foundation Phase and Training Support Officer attended a 
SACRE Meeting, during the year, in order to discuss the document with 
SACRE Members.   During the discussion, it was noted that 

Personal and Social Development should permeate all aspects of 
learning as indicated in the National Exemplar Framework for 
Religious Education for 3-19;

 the document was well thought out and provided important clarification 
in respect of statutory and non-statutory issues;

 case studies were very helpful and well set out.   It was noted that 
they could easily be included in an appropriate curriculum;

 the list of resources, included in the document, was useful; 
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 the need to raise awareness of the document – it was agreed that the 
document would be circulated to the Authority’s primary schools and 
Challenge Advisers during 2015/2016.

 further consideration of issues raised through the WASACRE survey, 
published in June, 2012, entitled ‘SACREs and the Local Community’;

 consideration of a resource available for use in Key Stage 3 comprising CDs 
containing information on Muslim football players in the Premier League.   
SACRE agreed that sufficient copies of the CDs be obtained to make one 
available to all 12 of the Authority’s secondary schools;

 further discussion of appropriate websites and circulation of details to 
schools.  Websites include RE Quest, The Culham website and RE Today;

 further consideration of the report, published by Christians in Parliament, 
entitled ‘Safe in the Community’;

 consideration of the WASACRE response to the Review of Curriculum and 
Assessment in Wales carried out by Professor Graham Donaldson;

 consideration of work being undertaken in one of the Authority’s secondary 
schools in support of Religious Education and Collective Worship through 
the establishment of prayer spaces in schools; 

 consideration of a report produced by Charles Clarke and Linda Woodhead 
entitled ‘A new Settlement: Religion and Beliefs in School’.   Although this 
related to England, members found it helpful to discuss this document and 
its recommendations in relation to:-

 the Act of Collective Worship;
 the Curriculum;
 Faith Schools.

Members review their training needs on a termly basis, as part of the review of 
the Powys SACRE Development Plan.   

b) National Issues

(i) Wales Association of SACREs (WASACRE)

The Powys SACRE has continued its involvement in the activities of the Wales 
Association of SACREs (WASACRE) and is regularly represented at meetings of 
WASACRE.  During 2014/2015, the Powys SACRE has been represented at 
meetings of WASACRE by the Chair and the Clerk and, in addition, the Clerk has 
remained a member of the WASACRE Executive Committee because of his role 
as Treasurer of the Association.  Documents produced by WASACRE, including 
minutes of previous meetings, notes of meetings of the Executive Committee and 
other documents, are received and considered by members at the termly 
meetings of SACRE and WASACRE remains a standard item on the agenda of 
the Powys SACRE.    The Authority has maintained its subscription to WASACRE 
and this ensures that the Powys SACRE is aware of All Wales aspects in relation 
to Religious Education and Collective Worship.  This also provides a valuable 
source of advice and guidance in respect of matters relating to these areas and 
members have benefited from the excellent presentations that take place at 
WASACRE meetings.  

WASACRE has developed a helpful website and increasing amounts of 
information and resources are being placed upon that website. This is a helpful 
way of ensuring that the advice and guidance, shared in meetings of WASACRE, 
are made available on a wider basis to individuals and individual schools across 
Wales.    

Through WASACRE, Powys SACRE became aware of the WASACRE Survey, 
entitled ‘SACREs in Wales’ published in June, 2012.  This report was the subject 
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of discussions by the Powys SACRE on two occasions and it is planned that 
further discussion will take place in respect of the recommendation, within the 
report, that SACRE working groups may wish to explore:-

 representation on Committee A;
 Co-options to SACRE;
 SACRE’s contact and activities with Christian denominations and other 

religions;
 SACRE’s contacts and activities with local Inter Faith organisations;
 other aspects of SACRE’s work relevant to community cohesion and Inter 

Faith initiatives.

Having addressed the matter of co-options, the following actions, which were 
identified in the 2013/2014 Annual Report, are in hand:-

 to obtain a list of local contact points for Cytun, so that contact can be made 
with those groups in order to keep them informed of the work of SACRE;

 steps to be taken to fill vacancies on the SACRE;
 the need to circulate the main religious groups, represented in Powys, in 

order to obtain information on their membership;

WASACRE provides a national voice in relation to Religious Education and 
Collective Worship, and enjoys the opportunity of meetings with representatives 
of Welsh Government to discuss matters of mutual interest.  These meetings are 
valued both by the Welsh Government, and WASACRE itself, and they provide 
opportunities for raising issues of significance, in relation to Religious Education 
and Collective Worship, and also to respond to points raised by Welsh 
Government.  The Powys SACRE receives feedback from these meetings via 
meetings of WASACRE, and through information placed on the website.  

(ii) Religious Education Wales

The information that was previously available in the popular RE News magazine 
is now produced electronically as part of the Religious Education Wales website 
and this is available to all without subscription.   SACRE has circulated details of 
the website to all the Authority’s schools so that they can benefit from the 
electronic magazine and the RE resources available through the website.  The 
website includes information supplied by individual authorities and schools as to 
activities that have been taking place, in support of Religious Education, and 
information on Powys activities is included from time to time.

(iii) Religious Education Movement Wales (REMW)

As is the case with many authorities in Wales, the Authority is no longer in a 
position to pay a subscription towards the operation of Religious Education 
Movement Wales (‘REMW’).  This has meant that the activities of REMW have 
had to contract although they still produce ‘Religious Education Ideas’ a termly 
bilingual resource for Key Stages 1 – 3 which is available electronically on the 
Religious Education Wales website.  The Authority draws this resource to the 
attention of its schools.  

c) Complaints

The Authority’s Complaints Procedure provides a role for SACRE in resolving 
complaints in relation to Religious Education and Collective Worship.  During 
2014/2015, no complaints were received in relation to Religious Education or 
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Collective Worship and, therefore, SACRE had no involvement in complaints 
during the year.   
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ANNEXE A

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION (SACRE)

STRUCTURE

At the commencement of 2014/2015, the membership of the Powys SACRE consisted of the 
following:-

a) Representatives of the Local Authority

Vacancy – Representative of the Radnorshire Committee 
Councillor J Morris – Representative of the Brecknockshire Committee 
Councillor J M Williams – Representative of the Montgomeryshire Committee 
Mr J Mitson – School Effectiveness Officer, Clerk

b) Representatives of Religious Denominations

Mr B Wigley – Representative of the Church in Wales (Diocese of Swansea and 
Brecon)
Mrs C Robinson – Representative of the Church in Wales (Diocese of St Asaph)
Vacancy – Roman Catholic
Reverend W O Meredith-Powell (Baptist), Llanidloes - Free Church Representative
Vacancy – Free Church Representative
Reverend S Lawler (Methodist), Superintendent Minister, Welshpool and Bro Hafren 
Methodist Circuit – Free Church Representative

c) Representatives of Teacher Associations

Vacancy – Association of School and College Leaders (ASCL)
Mrs M Evitts – National Association of Headteachers (NAHT)
Vacancy – National Union of Teachers (NUT)
Vacancy – Association of Teachers and Lecturers (ATL)
Ms A E Thomas, Teacher at Machynlleth C P School (now Ysgol Bro Hyddgen, 
Machynlleth – Primary Campus) – Undeb Cenedlaethol Athrawon Cymru, National 
Association of Teachers of Wales (UCAC)
Vacancy – VOICE
Mrs P Watts, Teacher at Welshpool High School – National Association of 
Schoolmasters/Union of Women Teachers (NAS/UWT)

d) Co-opted Members (non-voting)

Reverend Professor L J Francis (St Mary’s Centre)
Mrs S Roberts (Religious Education Movement Wales)
Mr J Perkins (Evangelical Movement of Wales)
Mr M P Tutesigensi (Mission Enabler to the Mid Wales and Borders Presbyterian 
Church of Wales)

During the year, following the sad death of Mr B. Wigley, Mr C. Williams, a former 
Deputy and Acting Headteacher in the Authority has been appointed in his place as the  
representative of the Church in Wales Diocese of Swansea and Brecon. In addition, 
Mrs C Robinson, Representative of the Church in Wales Diocese of St. Asaph, 
resigned from membership of the SACRE because she had moved from the area and, 
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as of July, 2015, no replacement had been identified by the Diocese. A further change 
is that, during the year, Mr M Tuesigensi, who was already a co-opted member of 
SACRE was appointed as the Free Church Representative to fill the vacancy left by 
Rev J Garrard.   Finally, during the year, Pastor T Price, Pastor of the Llandrindod 
Wells New Life Church and Chaplain to the Chairman of Powys County Council, was 
co-opted on to the SACRE for the duration of his service as the Chaplain to the 
Chairman.

e) Officers of SACRE

During 2014/2015 the following have served as officers of the Powys SACRE:

(i) Chairman – Mrs M Evitts
(ii) Vice Chairman – Mrs C Robinson
(iii) Clerk – Mr J Mitson
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ANNEXE B

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (SACRE)

SACRE MEETINGS – 2014/2015

The Powys SACRE has met on the following occasions during 2014/2015:-

18 November, 2014
24 March, 2015 (non-quorate meeting)
3 July, 2015

The following issues were discussed in the meetings:-

a) 18 November, 2014

This was the Autumn, 2014, termly meeting of the Powys SACRE and the 
issues addressed included the following:-

 the appointment of the Chairman and Vice Chairman;
 consideration of a draft SACRE Annual Report for 2013/2014;
 Collective Worship in inspection reports of Powys schools inspected 

during the Summer term, 2014;
 the Powys SACRE Development Plan 2014/2015;
 applications for co-option;
 consideration of the Welsh Government document entitled ‘People, 

Beliefs and Questions – Religious Education for 3-7 Year Olds in Wales’;
 consideration of the document produced by Christians in Parliament 

entitled ‘Faith in the Community’;
 representation of the Powys SACRE at meetings of the Wales Association 

of SACREs (WASACRE);
 documentation received from WASACRE.

b) 24 March, 2015

This was the Spring, 2015, termly meeting of the Powys SACRE and the 
issues addressed included:-

 acknowledgment that the meeting was not quorate.   The meeting would, 
therefore, be recorded as a meeting of members of SACRE, rather than a 
meeting of SACRE, and it would not be possible to take decisions at the 
meeting.   Any issues raised would, however, be forwarded as 
recommendations for consideration at the next meeting of SACRE;

 in the absence of the Chair and Vice Chair, the appointment of a Chair for 
the meeting;

 welcome to a new co-opted member;
 an update on membership of the SACRE;
 the Powys SACRE Annual Report 2013/2014;;
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 further consideration of the Welsh Government Report entitled ‘People, 
Beliefs and Questions – Religious Education for 3-7 Year Olds in Wales’;

 further consideration of the WASACRE Survey – ‘SACREs and the Local 
Community’;   

 further consideration of the document, produced by Christians in 
Parliament, entitled ‘Faith in the Community’;

 consideration of Collective Worship in Inspection Reports of Powys 
schools inspected during the Autumn Term, 2014;

 a report of a Section 50 inspection of a Powys School;
 the Powys SACRE Development Plan 2014/2015;
 a report on the 2014 Examination Results in Religious Studies and 

Religious Education in Powys;
 information received from WASACRE.

c) 3 July, 2015

This was the Summer, 2015, termly meeting of the Powys SACRE and the 
issues addressed included:-

 further consideration of the Welsh Government document entitled ‘People, 
Beliefs and Questions – Religious Education for 3-7 Year Olds in Wales’;    

 further consideration of the Christians in Parliament report, entitled ‘Faith 
in the Community’;

 further consideration of the WASACRE Survey;
 Section 50 Reports of two Powys schools;
 the WASACRE response to the Review of Curriculum and Assessment in 

Wales carried out by Professor Graham Donaldson;
 Collective Worship in Inspection Reports of Powys Schools inspected 

during the Spring Term, 2015;
 the Powys SACRE Development Plan 2014/2015;
 the Powys SACRE Development Plan 2015/2016;
 consideration of a report by Charles Clarke and Linda Woodhead entitled 

‘A New Settlement: Religion and Belief in Schools’;
 consideration of a resource for supporting an aspect of Religious 

Education in Key Stage 3;
 information on work being carried out in a Powys secondary school to 

support Religious Education and Collective Worship;
 information received from WASACRE;
 further consideration of requests and suggestions for co-option on to the 

Powys SACRE.
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ANNEXE C

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (SACRE)

CIRCULATION OF THE REPORT

It is intended that the 2014/2015 Annual Report of the Powys SACRE will be 
circulated to the following, in accordance with SACRE’s usual practice:-

a) All Members of Powys County Council

b) all Powys schools

c) Directors of Education of all Welsh LAs

d) the Secretary, Religious Education Movement Wales

e) Welsh Government Department for Education and Skills

f) members of the Powys SACRE

g) officers of Powys LA

h) Estyn

i) National Library of Wales

j) Diocesan Directors of Education with responsibility for schools in Powys

k) Wales Association of SACREs

l) Evangelical Alliance

m) The Free Church Council - Education
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ANNEXE D

YSGOLION A CHYNHWYSIANT / SCHOOLS AND INCLUSION

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

24 MARCH, 2015

REPORT BY: Clerk to SACRE
 
SUBJECT:            GCE Advanced Level, GCE AS Level and GCSE 

 Examination Results in Religious Studies and the GCSE 
(Short Course) in Religious Education Examination 
Results 2014

REPORT FOR:  Information

1. INTRODUCTION

As part of its process for monitoring standards in Religious Education, it is now 
the established practice of the Powys SACRE to receive reports on GCE 
Advanced Level, GCE AS Level and GCSE Examination results in Religious 
Studies and the results of the GCSE (Short Course) Examination in Religious 
Education on an annual basis.   Although the above examinations were sat in 
the summer, it is not possible to consider the examination results at the Autumn 
SACRE meeting as all the examination board results are not available at that 
point.  A consideration of the examination results is, therefore, deferred to the 
Spring Term.  In order to assist comparison, and the identification of trends, 
comparable information is supplied from the 2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013 
examinations as well.

2. GCE ADVANCED LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES

During 2014, a total of 53 learners from 7 schools sat the GCE Advanced Level 
examination in Religious Studies.  This is very similar to the number of learners 
who sat the examination in 2013 (54).  The number of schools entering pupils 
for the examination has increased from 5 in 2013 to 7 in 2014.  In relation to the 
distribution of pupils between the schools, the numbers entered were as follows 
- 18, 9, 7, 6, 6, 5 and 2 learners respectively.  A summary of the results for the 
years 2010 to 2014 is included below:-

A*-B % A*-C % A*-E %

Powys 2014 56.6 79.2 100.0

Wales 2014 48.9 78.1 97.7

Powys 2013 53.7 83.3 100.0
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A*-B % A*-C % A*-E %

Wales 2013 50.8 79.2 98.8

Powys 2012 48.3 81.7 100.0

Wales 2012 54.3 80.5 98.3

Powys 2011 44.7 76.3 98.7

Wales 2011 52.0 78.0 98.0

Powys 2010 66.7 91.7 100.0

Wales 2010 55.0 78.5 97.5

Members will note that the percentage of learners gaining A*-B (56.6%) has 
increased on the situation in 2013 (53.7%) and 2012 (48.30%).  The numbers 
are, however, small and it is not possible to draw meaningful conclusions from 
the above information.  It is encouraging to note that, in 2014, Powys students 
have performed better than the All Wales performance across the board, as 
was the case in 2013.

3. GCE AS LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES

During 2014, a total of 79 learners entered the GCE AS Level Religious Studies 
examination from a total of 7 schools.  This is an increase of 11 learners on the 
number that entered the examination in 2013 (68 pupils), while the number of 
schools entering learners for the examination has increased from 5 to 7.  It is 
good to see the reduction in learners taking the examination and schools 
offering the examination course, identified in the 2013 report, being reversed.  
There was a concern that the drop in the number of students entering the AS 
Level examination, in 2013, would impact on the number of learners entering 
the A Level examination in 2014.  However, this has not happened as indicated 
above.  There is a significant variation in the number of learners sitting the 
examination across the 7 schools (32, 21, 12, 5, 4, 3, 1, 1).  A summary of the 
results for the years 2010 to 2014 is provided below:-

A*-B % A*-C % A*-E %

Powys 2014 39.2 74.7 98.7
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A*-B % A*-C % A*-E %

Wales 2014 38.5 60.8 89.4

Powys 2013 50.0 69.1 95.6

Wales 2013 39.3 63.6 91.0

Powys 2012 47.4 67.9 97.4

Wales 2012 40.0 62.9 90.3

Powys 2011 56.7 80.0 98.3

Wales 2011 38.8 61.8 90.3

Powys 2010 50.5 72.6 91.6

Wales 2010 38.7 62.8 91.5

The results in 2014 show that pupils’ performance (A*-B – 39.2%) has dropped 
on 2013 (A*-B - 50.0%) and this is quite a significant decrease, in terms of 
percentage, on the level of achievement in 2013.  A similar decrease has not 
taken place in respect of the All Wales figures.  As noted in previous years, the 
number of learners involved in both the A Level and AS Level is small, and, 
therefore, it is difficult to draw firm conclusions from the above information.  

4. GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES (FULL COURSE)

In relation to the GCSE Religious Studies Full Course, a total of 7 schools 
entered learners for the examination in 2014, compared with 6 in 2013.  A total 
of 287 learners sat the examination, compared with 253 in 2013, and 246 in 
2012.  It is pleasing to note that there is a small year on year increase in the 
total number of learners sitting the examination, and it is encouraging to note 
that the number of schools offering the GCSE Full Course, having dropped 
from 8 in 2012 to 6 in 2013, has now increased to 7.   The number of learners 
taking the examination is now well above the previous peak in entries (258 in 
2010).  It is hoped that an increase in the number of learners following the 
GCSE full course will translate into an increase in the number taking the AS 
Level examination in 2015.  A summary of the results for the years 2010 to 
2014 is provided below:-  
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A*-C % A*-G %

Powys 2014 62.6 96.5

Wales 2014 72.0 98.0

Powys 2013 68.8 98.0

Wales 2013 72.2 98.0

Powys 2012 67.9 98.8

Wales 2012 73.6 98.4

Powys 2011 74.5 99.5

Wales 2011 72.9 98.7

Powys 2010 71.7 100.0

Wales 2010 74.3 99.0

Members will note that, although there has been an increase in the number of 
learners sitting the Full Course examination, the results have dropped in 
comparison with 2013.  In relation to the All Wales results, 2014, they are very 
similar to the 2013 results, but, in relation to the Powys 2014 results, there has 
been a disappointing drop in the percentage of learners achieving A*-C (52.6% 
compared with 68.8% in 2013), and A*-G (96.5% compared with 98.0% in 
2013).  As in previous years, the number of learners entered by individual 
schools varies considerably, with one school entering 147 learners, while the 
numbers in the other schools are 37, 30, 27, 16, 16 and 14.  Unfortunately, 
there appears to be a steady drop in the percentage of learners achieving A*-
C%, as indicated in the above grid.  

5. GCSE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (SHORT COURSE)

In relation to the GCSE Religious Education (Short Course), a total of 1141 
learners sat the examination and 11 of the Authority’s 12 secondary schools 
entered learners for the examination in 2014.  The number of learners taking 
the examination represents a slight decrease on the number sitting the 
examination in 2013 (1177) but it still represents a very encouraging number.  
This clearly indicates that the popularity of the course is being maintained.  
There is, however, a wide variation in the number of learners sitting the course 
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in each school – 207, 174, 169, 124, 100, 91, 80, 65, 53, 48 and 30.  A 
summary of the results for the period 2010 to 2014 is provided below:-  

A*-C % A*-G %

Powys 2014 66.2 98.7

Wales 2014 55.9 96.2

Powys 2013 62.8 98.9

Wales 2013 55.1 96.2

Powys 2012 69.4 98.7

Wales 2012 59.3 97.2

Powys 2011 61.0 98.1

Wales 2011 58.0 98.0

Powys 2010 63.8 98.6

Wales 2010 59.7 97.7

The percentage of learners achieving A*-C in 2014 represents an increase on 
the number achieving A*-C in 2013 (62.8%), but it has not achieved the 2012 
level (69.4%).  The percentage of learners achieving A*-G has shown a slight 
reduction on 2013 (98.7% in 2014, compared with 98.9% in 2013).  The Powys 
results in 2014 have remained well above the All Wales results, as has been 
the case in previous years.  It is encouraging to note that engagement with the 
course appears to be secure across the Authority and the course continues to 
be used by a number of schools as a means of accreditation for the statutory 
Religious Education being delivered in Key Stage 4.  

6.    CONCLUSION

Members will note that, in 2014, some encouraging results have been achieved 
in Religious Studies/ Religious Education in Powys.  It is pleasing to note that it 
remains a popular subject, particularly in relation to the GCSE Religious 
Education short course.  The results of the short course, in respect of 
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percentage of learners obtaining Grades A*-C and A*-G, have remained 
consistent across the period 2010 to 2014, which is encouraging and there has 
been a steady increase in the percentage of students taking the GCE A Level 
examination, who have achieved the highest  grades of A*-B.  In relation to the 
GCE AS Level examination, the results have been consistent during the period 
2010 to 2013, but there has been a drop in the percentage of learners obtaining 
A*-B in 2014.   This has also been the case in respect of the percentage of 
learners obtaining Grades A*-C in relation to the GCSE Full Course.  As has 
been indicated above, the small number of learners sitting the AS and A Level 
examinations means that the success or otherwise of individual learners 
impacts significantly on the percentages and, therefore, it is difficult to draw 
conclusions from these results.  The greatest encouragement is drawn from the 
consistent performance of learners in respect of the GCSE Short Course in 
Religious Education, which means that a significant number of learners across 
the Authority, each year, receive accreditation in respect of Religious 
Education.
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APPENDIX E

POWYS SACRE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2014-2015

Priority 1: to monitor standards in Religious Education and Religious Studies in order to raise standards

Action
Timeframe Responsibility Resources Outcomes Monitoring of progress

1.1 Monitor standards 
through regular review 
of inspection reports; 
recommend where 
necessary action by 
LEA

Autumn Term 2014 
Spring Term 2015
Summer term 2015

Collation by Clerk to 
SACRE for 
consideration by full 
SACRE;
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time for 
collation of data 
and agenda time 
for the meeting

Feedback to individual 
schools via letter re 
individual extracts and 
seeking where appropriate 
copies of Action Plans

This action is undertaken 
on a termly basis.
Action completed in 
Autumn and Spring 
Terms    

1.2 Analyse 
examination entries and 
results for religious 
studies and religious 
education

Spring Term 2015 Collation by LEA 
statistician; presentation 
of analysis by Clerk.
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time for 
collation of data 
and agenda time 
for the meeting

Analysis of results in GCE A 
Level RS, GCE AS Level 
RS, GCSE RS, GCSE short 
course RE will form advice 
to LEA and schools. 
Specific issues followed up 
with individual schools.  
Analysis to include gender 
issues and value added.

Action for 2014/2015 
completed during the 
Spring Term, 2015

1.3 Discuss with SMT 
the way forward re 
collating KS3 TA for RE 
and follow up 
Secondary Schools’ 
response to Estyn 
Thematic Review of 

Autumn 2014 Clerk of SACRE and 
SET Officers

Officer  time All Powys secondary 
schools report RE end of 
KS3 results in a common 
format enabling creation of 
an LA benchmark

To be followed up by the 
Clerk
Action not completed – to 
be transferred to 2015-
2016 Development Plan 
and discussed at the next 
meeting of SACRE
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KS3 RE
1.4 Review and 
respond to monitoring 
proforma in relation to 
standards in RE and 
Collective Worship, 
together with areas for 
development in order to 
raise standards.

Summer / Autumn 2014 Clerk to SACRE and 
SET Officers

Officer time All Powys Schools have 
available a common 
monitoring 
proforma/template 
supporting evaluation of 
standards and identifying 
areas for development

Schools that have not yet 
responded to be followed 
up by the Clerk and 
secondary schools that 
have not yet responded to 
the recommendations in 
the Estyn thematic review 
of RE in secondary 
schools will also be 
followed up.
Action not completed – to 
be transferred to 2015-
2016 Development Plan.
.

POWYS SACRE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2014 – 2015
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Priority 2: to provide support for religious education

Action
Timeframe Responsibility Resources Outcomes Monitoring of progress

2.1  Identifying 
resources to support 
the Powys RE Agreed 
Syllabus that can be 
shared via the internet

On-going SET Officers
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time for 
identifying, verifying 
and uploading links to 
relevant  websites and 
materials 

Availability of an 
enhanced online library 
of relevant RE websites

Schools to be signposted to 
the appropriate websites.
The Authority’s list of 
appropriate websites to be 
refreshed during 2015-2016
Margaret Evitts had 
commenced this and Ann 
Eleri Thomas agreed to 
become involved.  Also it 
was agreed that Dan Owen, 
Challenge Adviser, be 
approached to clarify 
whether he could provide a 
list of appropriate websites.

2.2 Foster catchment 
liaison between 
Secondary RE Heads of 
Dept and feeder 
Primary Schools

Autumn, 2014, 
review by SACRE, 
RE Secondary 
Heads of Depts. 
meeting

SET Officer
Monitoring by SACRE 

Officer time Planned progression of 
topics studied in RE 
between phases 
ensuring breadth, 
progression and 
balance 

Clerk to issue a reminder to 
schools during the Autumn 
Term, 2015.  Chairs of 
Cluster Groups to be asked 
to place Catchment Liaison 
on the agenda of their 
Cluster Meeting and 
request to be copied to 
Challenge Advisers.

2.3 Supporting the 
arranging of INSET and 
communication with 
ERW in relation to 
INSET

Autumn 2014
Spring 2015

SET Officer and Clerk
Monitoring by SACRE 

Officer time
Course delivery costs

Provision of an 
appropriate Training 
Programme to support 
the implementation of 
the Powys revised 

No action to date.
To be transferred to the 
2015-2016 Development 
Plan
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agreed syllabus. 
Awareness to be raised 
as to good practice in 
the use of resources 
and use of resources to 
be linked to Scheme of 
Work.

2.4 Cross LA 
cooperation via ERW 
with regards to 
provision of  scheme of 
work and training to 
support Revised Agreed 
Syllabus

Autumn, 2014
Spring 2015

SET Officer and Clerk Officer  time Greater cooperation 
between LAs resulting 
in common Schemes of 
Work for consideration 
for schools to adopt

No action to date

POWYS SACRE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2014 – 2015

Priority 3: to give guidance and support for the implementation of Collective Worship

Action
Timeframe Responsibility Resources Outcomes Monitoring of progress

3.1 Publish materials to 
support the 
implementation of 
statutory Collective 
Worship

Autumn, 2014 SET Officer and Clerk
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time Booklet published 
electronically
List of appropriate 
websites to be 
prepared for circulation

List of appropriate websites 
to support the 
implementation of statutory 
Collective Worship is being 
prepared.  Action not yet 
complete – to be included in 
2015-2016 Development 
Plan.

3.2 Consider need for 
further guidance to 

Autumn, 2014 SET Officers and Clerk
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time Publication of revised 
guidelines

Consideration being given 
to guidance on statutory 
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support the delivery of 
statutory Collective 
Worship by non-school 
staff

Collective Worship being 
provided by other 
authorities.  Action not yet 
complete – to be included in 
2015-2016 Development 
Plan.

POWYS SACRE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2014 – 2015

Priority 4: to provide support for governors and SACRE members

Action
Timeframe Responsibility Resources Outcomes Monitoring of 

progress

4.1 Offer training to 
governors on Religious 
Education and 
Collective Worship

Ongoing SET Officer 
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time Governing Bodies 
informed of the new 
Powys RE Agreed 
Syllabus

Training available to 
governing bodies on 
request.
Clerk to write to all 
schools to indicate the 
willingness of SACRE 
members to attend and 
share in Collective 
Worship in schools.

4.2 Provide training for 
SACRE members 
during meetings

Ongoing SET Officer and Clerk 
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time and agenda 
time

SACRE members 
becoming more 
informed via input by 
Advisers, LEA Officers, 
SACRE members and 
other invited 
contributors

Focus of the Spring 
meeting of SACRE was 
on RE for 3-7 year olds 
(Welsh Government 
document entitled 
‘People, beliefs and 
questions – RE for 3-7 
year olds in Wales) 
Concern that RE may 
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be lost in the 
Foundation Phase – 
Margaret Evitts to ask in 
Bishops Visitor 
Meetings and 
Foundation Phase 
contacts how RE was 
being delivered 
effectively in the 
Foundation Phase.

4.3 Address 
recommendations in the 
WASACRE Survey.

Autumn, 2014 Clerk Officer Time and 
agenda time

Following 
recommendations of 
WASACRE addressed 
and conclusions 
reached
 Representation on 

Committee A
 co-options to 

SACRE
 SACRE’s contacts 

and activities with 
Christian 
denominations and 
other religions

 SACRE’s contacts 
and activities with 
local Inter-Faith 
Organisations

 Other aspects of 
SACRE’s work 
relevant to 
cohesion and Inter-
Faith initiatives.

Initial consideration 
given to 
recommendations with 
a view to further 
consideration at the 
Spring meeting of the 
Powys SACRE.  No 
action taken in relation 
to this point during the 
Spring meeting 
because of the low 
attendance and lack of 
a quorum.
Also, further 
consideration to be 
given to the report of 
the Independent 
Review of Curriculum 
and Assessment, 
carried out by Professor 
Donaldson, entitled 
Successful Futures.
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POWYS SACRE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2015-2016

Priority 1: to monitor standards in Religious Education and Religious Studies in order to raise standards

Action
Timeframe Responsibility Resources Outcomes Monitoring of progress

1.1 Monitor standards 
through regular review 
of inspection reports; 
recommend where 
necessary action by 
LEA

Autumn Term 2015 
Spring Term 2016
Summer term 2016

Collation by Clerk to 
SACRE for 
consideration by full 
SACRE;
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time for 
collation of data 
and agenda time 
for the meeting

Feedback to individual 
schools via letter re 
individual extracts and 
seeking where appropriate 
copies of Action Plans

1.2 Analyse 
examination entries and 
results for religious 
studies and religious 
education

Spring Term 2016 Collation by LA 
statistician; presentation 
of analysis by Clerk.
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time for 
collation of data 
and agenda time 
for the meeting

Analysis of results in GCE A 
Level RS, GCE AS Level 
RS, GCSE RS, GCSE short 
course RE will form advice 
to LA and schools. Specific 
issues followed up with 
individual schools.  Analysis 
to include gender issues 
and value added.

1.3 Discuss with SMT 
the way forward re 
collating KS3 TA for RE 
and follow up 
Secondary Schools’ 
response to Estyn 
Thematic Review of 

Autumn 2015 Clerk of SACRE and 
Challenge Advisers

Officer  time All Powys secondary 
schools report RE end of 
KS3 results in a common 
format enabling creation of 
an LA benchmark
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KS3 RE
1.4 Review and 
respond to monitoring 
proforma in relation to 
standards in RE and 
Collective Worship, 
together with areas for 
development in order to 
raise standards.

Summer / Autumn 2015
Possibility of a 
WASACRE 
questionnaire being 
produced for all 
SACREs to use and 
provide feedback to 
WASACRE

Clerk to SACRE and 
Challenge Advisers

Officer time All Powys Schools have 
available a common 
monitoring 
proforma/template 
supporting evaluation of 
standards and identifying 
areas for development

.

POWYS SACRE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2015 – 2016

Priority 2: to provide support for religious education

Action
Timeframe Responsibility Resources Outcomes Monitoring of progress

2.1  Identifying 
resources to support 
the Powys RE Agreed 
Syllabus that can be 
shared via the internet

On-going SET Officer and 
Challenge Advisers
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time for 
identifying, verifying 
and uploading links to 
relevant  websites and 
materials 

Availability of an 
enhanced online library 
of relevant RE websites

2.2 Foster catchment 
liaison between 
Secondary RE Heads of 
Dept and feeder 
Primary Schools

Autumn, 2015, 
review by SACRE, 
RE Secondary 
Heads of Depts. 
meeting

SET Officer
Monitoring by SACRE 

Officer time Planned progression of 
topics studied in RE 
between phases 
ensuring breadth, 
progression and 
balance 

2.3 Supporting the Autumn 2015 SET Officer and Clerk Officer time Provision of an 
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arranging of INSET and 
communication with 
ERW in relation to 
INSET

Spring 2016
Possibility of 
WASACRE 
arranging training for 
school staff as 
previously

Monitoring by SACRE Course delivery costs appropriate Training 
Programme to support 
the implementation of 
the Powys revised 
agreed syllabus. 
Awareness to be raised 
as to good practice in 
the use of resources 
and use of resources to 
be linked to Scheme of 
Work. 

2.4 Cross LA 
cooperation via ERW 
with regards to 
provision of  scheme of 
work and training to 
support Revised Agreed 
Syllabus

Autumn, 2015
Spring 2016

SET Officer and Clerk Officer  time Greater cooperation 
between LAs resulting 
in common Schemes of 
Work for consideration 
for schools to adopt. 
Powys Scheme of Work 
to be produced

POWYS SACRE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2015 – 2016

Priority 3: to give guidance and support for the implementation of Collective Worship

Action
Timeframe Responsibility Resources Outcomes Monitoring of progress

3.1 Publish materials to 
support the 
implementation of 
statutory Collective 
Worship

Autumn, 2015 SET Officer and Clerk
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time List of appropriate 
websites to be 
prepared for circulation



39

3.2 Consider need for 
further guidance to 
support the delivery of 
statutory Collective 
Worship by non-school 
staff

Advise schools of the 
availability of SACRE 
members to attend 
Collective Worship in 
schools

Autumn, 2015 SET Officers and Clerk
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time Consider guidance 
used by other 
authorities.  Possible 
use of training 
materials provided 
through WASACRE 
and guidance on 
managing withdrawal 
from Collective 
Worship and RE

POWYS SACRE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2015 – 2016

Priority 4: to provide support for governors and SACRE members

Action
Timeframe Responsibility Resources Outcomes Monitoring of 

progress

4.1 Offer training to 
governors on Religious 
Education and 
Collective Worship

Ongoing SET Officer 
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time Governing Bodies 
informed of the Powys 
RE Agreed Syllabus

.

4.2 Provide training for 
SACRE members 
during meetings

Ongoing SET Officer and Clerk 
Monitoring by SACRE

Officer time and agenda 
time

SACRE members 
becoming more 
informed via input by 
Advisers, LEA Officers, 
SACRE members and 
other invited 
contributors
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4.3 Address 
recommendations in the 
WASACRE Survey.

Autumn, 2015 Clerk Officer Time and 
agenda time

Following 
recommendations of 
WASACRE addressed 
and conclusions 
reached
 Representation on 

Committee A
 co-options to 

SACRE
 SACRE’s contacts 

and activities with 
Christian 
denominations and 
other religions

 SACRE’s contacts 
and activities with 
local Inter-Faith 
Organisations

 Other aspects of 
SACRE’s work 
relevant to 
cohesion and Inter-
Faith initiatives.


